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Introduction 

At its meeting of 11 May 2017, the Conference of Presidents decided to authorise an ad hoc 

mission to the first meeting Conference of the Parties (COP1) to the Minamata Convention on 

Mercury to be held from 24 to 29 September in Geneva, Switzerland. The aim of this 

delegation was to ensure that Parliament was present and able to support the EU position in 

the negotiations. The delegation was organised in particular to be present during the high-

level segment of the Conference on 28 and 29 September. 

The mission was composed of 2 Members: Miriam Dalli (S&D), Chair of the delegation and 

Stefan Eck (GUE/GL). The mission was accompanied by: Ms Nina Neumann and Ms Emma 

Soto Renou from the secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety (ENVI) as well as the following political group agents: Mr Andrew Flagg (S&D) 

and Ms Maria Manta (GUE/NGL). 

Summary account of meetings 

Wednesday 27 September 

Meeting with the Zero Mercury Working Group, headed by Elena Lymberidi-Settimo 

from the European Environmental Bureau 

The Zero Mercury Working Group (ZMWG) explained that they are composed of 95 NGOs 

from over 50 countries. One of the main priorities of ZMWG for the COP is the reporting 

issue, which aims to evaluate the effectiveness of the treaty, and the frequency of reporting. 
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Setting waste thresholds is another priority for the group. The ZMWG explained that they 

fund small projects in different parts of the world and carry awareness exercises.  

The idea of creating a “green gold” labelling or certified gold was raised by the EP delegation.  

The ZMWG explained that artisanal and small scale gold mining (ASGM) is often an illegal 

activity and therefore engaging with miners is very difficult. In addition, putting in place a 

licensing structure would be difficult in view of the socio-economic factors, and 

environmental benchmarks would also have to be defined. However the idea is under 

discussion. On dental amalgam, the group considers that it is important to contact non-

registered dentists as well as the registered dentists, raise awareness on the alternatives 

available for mercury instruments, and educate health professionals. Another issue raised by 

the delegation was the impact of dental amalgam following incineration and what could be 

done to prevent this environmental pollution. It was argued that the only possible solution was 

the removal of dental fillings prior to incineration but this would be problematic for social 

reasons. The group also explained that EU policy changes have a huge impact on developing 

countries, as the EU provides examples of what can be done and starts a process in other 

countries.  

Meeting with Hiroshi Nishida, the Mayor of Minamata City 

The Mayor thanked the EU and the Member States for their efforts in helping the Convention 

to enter into force on 16 August 2017. He explained that in 1956, Minamata disease was 

officially recognised and the disease remains an important issue in Minamata, not only for 

public health reasons, but also in relation to human rights. A number of environmental 

measures have been taken by the city including the better management of waste disposal and 

Minamata is now an Eco-city and is recognised as an environmental capital in Japan. The 

Mayor explained that addressing pollution has huge economic costs and the city of Minamata 

would like to share its experiences to allow others to learn from them and to avoid the same 

mistakes from repeating themselves.  

Meeting with Dr. Dolf van Wijk, Executive Director of the Euro Chlor Federation, 

representing the World Chlorine Council 

Dr. Dolf van Wijk explained that the chlorine industry had changed technologies from 

mercury electrolysis to the membrane and diaphragm method, which uses no mercury and that 

the main challenge for this change has been financial. The industry considers that it should be 

on track to meet the December 2017 deadline for the phasing out of plants. Some plants will 

close and some will convert to use other technologies, but overall the production capacity in 

the EU should not be too severely impacted as some plants will increase their production 

capacity. India and China have already carried out this conversion. The main challenge for the 

industry in Europe now concerns the disposal of mercury waste as the capacity to convert 

liquid mercury to mercury sulphide is limited in the EU. Dr. Dolf van Wijk also stressed the 

importance of guidance and sharing best practices in addition to the binding legislation. 

Another issue is that not all plants are members of the World Chlorine Council and therefore 

it is harder to engage with them. In the EU, all plants have to provide information on the use 

of mercury to the Commission, but it is difficult to find similar information for plants outside 

the EU. 

Bilateral meeting with an Indonesian delegation composed of Bara K. Hasibuan and 

Aeryo P.S. Djojohadikusumo, Members of the House of Representatives, and Muhsin 
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Syihab, Director at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia 

The Members of Parliament explained that there are currently pollution problems in the 

Jakarata bay, including mercury pollution coming from artisanal and small scale gold mining. 

The parliamentarians maintained that gold miners have stopped using mercury and now use 

cyanide, which is considered to be less hazardous. As miners were unaware of the risks 

associated with the use of mercury, the government has taken steps to educate miners and 

explain these risks to them. They explained that the legalisation of illegal mining activities is 

difficult given the socio-economic aspects. The government provides mining permits 

(governed by the Minerals and Coal Act) but this certification process is expensive and 

lengthy. It was explained that the Indonesian government has ambitious objectives and has 

produced a national action plan for phasing out the use of mercury, and has also committed 

itself to better regulate artisanal and small scale gold mining. The issue of illegal imports of 

mercury was raised by the EP delegation. The Indonesian Members agreed that this issue 

should be addressed in the context of the ratification of the Minamata Convention. They 

added that some of this mercury comes from Singapore and Hong Kong and the supply from 

there should also be addressed.  

Bilateral meeting with Judith G. Garber, Acting Assistant Secretary for Oceans, 

Environment and Science, United States of America  and a representative from the 

office of EPA administrator Pruitt 

Judith Garber explained that mercury pollution, especially air pollution, is important for the 

US, especially as regards pollution coming from outside US borders, which is why she 

considers that international cooperation on this issue is key. The cleaning up of contaminated 

sites in the US is also a priority for Administrator Pruitt. Ms Garber explained that the US was 

funding a number of international pilot projects on mercury including on the links between 

ASGM and organised crime in Latin America. On dental amalgam in the US, she explained 

that the dental industry is voluntarily phasing out the use of mercury through voluntary 

standards and it is possible that legislation will follow. On the issue of the secretariat of the 

Convention, the US considers that it is important to have a highly functional secretariat, 

whilst conscious that every effort should be made to reduce costs.  

Thursday 28 September 

Briefing from the Estonian Presidency (Kaupo Heinma and Mari-Liis Ummik) and the 

Commission (Aneta Williams) 

The Estonian Presidency explained that a number of outstanding issues (secretariat, financial 

issues) were sent to the COW (contact group) for further discussion following the initial 

plenary meeting. The Presidency explained that good progress had been made on technical 

issues, but discussions on the financial and budgetary aspects were still ongoing. On financial 

issues, some Parties are still insisting that the Global Environment Facility (GEF) funding 

should also be open to States including those that have not yet ratified the Convention.  

As regards the Convention’s secretariat, the main options are to fully or partially merge the 

secretariat with the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions secretariat, or to have an 

independent secretariat. Switzerland has made the generous offer to host the secretariat if it is 

fully or partially merged. One of the main achievements of EU green diplomacy was the 

adoption of best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental practices (BEP) based on 
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EU’s Best Available Techniques reference documents (BREF). On effectiveness evaluation 

and monitoring, the reporting frequency was initially set for every 4 years but following a 

strong push from the EU there will now be 2 year reporting on some issues, with the rest 

remaining at every 4 years. On waste thresholds, good progress has been made at technical 

level and the experts will meet in coming years to develop guidance on this.  

Meeting with Maria Neira, Director of the Department of Public Health, Environmental 

and Social Determinants of Health from the World Health Organization (WHO) 

The WHO Director stressed the importance of political level involvement to ensure that 

science is used for policy making. She stressed that WHO studies indicate that 23% of the 

global disease burden is as a result of environmental risk factors and therefore nearly ¼ of 

premature deaths in the world are preventable. Ms Neira also stressed the importance of using 

the public health argument to advance environmental policy. On mercury specifically, the 

WHO representatives explained that the indoor burning of coal is not addressed specifically in 

the Minamata Convention but this has a major impact on air pollution in countries such as 

China where about 1 billion people are using coal burning, because of lack of access to the 

power grid. On mercury contamination in fish, as there are higher levels of methyl mercury in 

large predatory fish, some countries recommend that pregnant women do not eat these fish. 

The WHO considers that there should be harmonised guidelines on fish consumption for 

vulnerable groups. In relation to dental amalgam, WHO supports developing countries in 

improving their risk management practices and encourages the use of encapsulated dental 

amalgam. The WHO representatives also considered that research for the development of 

safer, greener alternatives was needed. The WHO delegation also explained that the use of 

mercury in skin lightening products is also an important issue, which is addressed in the 

Minamata Convention, but a more holistic approach is needed as mercury could just be 

replaced by other harmful products.  

Bilateral meeting with Marc Chardonnens, President of COP1 and Secretary for the 

Environment, Director of the Federal Office for the Environment of Switzerland 

On the progress made at the COP, Mr Chardonnens explained that there were a number of 

financial and political issues still to be resolved, but added that real progress had been made 

on other technical issues. He explained that the issue of the Convention’s secretariat was 

important for Switzerland. On ASGM, he explained that Switzerland is helping developing 

countries to use more environmentally friendly practices and disseminate best practices. On 

waste treatment, Mr Chardonnens explained that the government would endorse a new 

regulation which should hopefully better address waste treatment issues.  

Bilateral meeting with the Canadian alternate Head of Delegation, Ms. Anne Daniel, 

General Council, Justice Canada 

The Canadian delegation explained that the position of Canada is similar to that of the EU and 

Canada often supports the EU in its position, especially as regards financial issues. 

Effectiveness evaluation with a framework indicators was a key issue for Canada in the 

negotiations. For Canada, national reports should provide harmonised and comprehensive 

information and Canada supported the EU’s position of having more frequent reporting 

provisions. On waste thresholds, the Canadian delegation explained that good progress had 

been made despite very different starting positions. The conclusion of the negotiations was to 

initiate an open process to allow parties to provide information to guide this discussion and 
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COP2 will re-evaluate the information submitted to make recommendations for the threshold. 

On domestic measures for mercury in Canada, the Mercury products regulation with a 

positive list of products came into force in 2015 and controls have been put in place at several 

levels including the territories and provinces. Canada also has measures for the control of 

exports which go beyond those listed in the Convention. In addition, waste incineration plants 

are also strictly controlled at several levels.  

Attendance of the opening of the High-Level Segment 

In her opening remarks, Her Excellency Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss Confederation 

highlighted the importance of the international community working together in order to 

address the risks associated to mercury, and stressed the damage caused by mercury in terms 

of public health and the environment. She also pledged an additional 1 million USD to the 

implementation of the Convention if an appropriate solution is found on the secretariat of the 

Convention, and added that the Convention should also be used as an example for other 

substances.  

In his opening remarks, Erik Solheim, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 

Program reminded delegates of the historical background to the Convention and the impact on 

the people of Minamata of mercury pollution. He also highlighted a number of difficult issues 

that still needed to be resolved such as the decommissioning of mercury in gold mining 

practices.  

Meeting with Enzo Bondioni, Executive Director of FDI World Dental Federation 

Mr Bondioni explained that FDI World Dental Federation fully supports the Convention and 

its phase-down approach. He considered that mercury in dental amalgam is not that dangerous 

for health and stressed the need to ensure that the alternatives are safer. The aims of the 

Federation are to improve prevention, increase research in safe alternatives and improve waste 

management. On the use of encapsulated dental amalgam, Mr Bondioni explained that the 

Federation supports its use in those countries that have access to encapsulated amalgam. Mr 

Bondioni added that in Europe dentists use separators to manage waste from dental amalgam 

to ensure that mercury is not released in the environment. The Federation is working on 

guidelines to ensure that the right alternatives are used in the phase down step, and is 

particularly interested in the funding mechanisms that will be put in place to help implement 

the phase down approach.  

Meeting with Ibrahim Thiaw, Deputy Executive Director of UNEP 

Mr Thiaw stressed that changes in EU policy also affect other regions of the world. He 

explained that the UNEP secretariat (about 400 people) mainly produces scientific reports that 

identify environmental issues, which can then be taken up by policy makers. Some of the 

environmental issues addressed end up being addressed by multilateral conventions. For 

UNEP, pollution is not just an environmental issue but also a social issue and all regions of 

the world, except Africa, have more people dying of non-communicable diseases compared to 

infectious diseases. Mr Thiaw added that pollution is also affecting our economies, as 35 000 

die every day globally from non-communicable diseases. It is also a risk for security, as 

illustrated by forest fires. Mr Thiaw added that waste management is also a huge issue in 

developing countries, as a lot of waste is burnt and mercury and other heavy metals are thus 

released in the air. Mr Thiaw called on the EU to do more to help developing countries to take 
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steps to address pollution.  

Session “United Nations Uniting for Minamata” 

The keynote speaker, His Excellency Mr. David A. Granger, President of Guyana, presented 

the measures taken by Guyana to address mercury pollution in order to reduce mercury 

emissions by 55% in the next 5 years and completely by 2027. He stressed the importance of 

preserving biodiversity and protecting the environment and explained that mercury pollution 

was affecting the air, soil and water, and that the impacts on public health were severe. The 

President stressed the importance of education, of correctly implementing the Convention 

through legislation that is fit for purpose, and of ensuring that safe and economically viable 

alternatives are available. 

Mr Marc Chardonnens, President of COP1 and Director of the Federal Office for the 

Environment of Switzerland, then stressed the importance of the international community 

working together to find a global solution. He also highlighted the importance of involving 

other actors such as GEF, ILO, and WHO. Mr. Erik Solheim, Executive Director of UN 

Environment, explained that the implementation of the Convention through appropriate 

legislation is critical and stressed that enforcement of the legislation is also key. Mr. Li Yong, 

Director General of the UN Industrial Development Organization, stressed the importance of 

partnerships at different levels including between different UN agencies and of education to 

ensure that global action is taken to address mercury pollution.  

Ms. Naoko Ishii, CEO and Chairperson of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), explained 

that GEF’s mission is to help countries implement the convention as part of the financial 

mechanism. She gave a few examples of GEF projects in relation to mercury and called on 

donors to work closely with GEF to provide more financial support for recipients to 

implement the Convention. Mr. Nikhil Seth, the Executive Director of United Nations 

Institute for Training and Research (UNITR), stressed the importance of education for the 

implementation of the convention, and explained that UNITR had been involved in a whole 

cluster of issues including education, advocacy, and the drafting of instruments. Mr. Magdy 

Martinez-Soliman, Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations Development 

Programme, stressed the impact of mercury on development and highlighted the importance 

of political will to address this issue.  

In the questions and answers session, Ministers raised the importance of public-private 

partnerships, ensuring the traceability of gold, and the exchange of best practices and 

decontamination techniques.  

Friday 29 September 

Briefing from the Estonian Presidency (Kaupo Heinma) and the Commission (David 

Grimeaud) 

The Estonian Presidency explained that at the Committee of the Whole (COW) meeting of 

28/09 all the outstanding technical issues had been agreed, but some horizontal rules had not 

been finalised. On the secretariat, a provisional agreement had been found between 

Switzerland and USA to have an independent bureau but with shared services, but as the 

agreement broke down, the issue remained open. Given that the budget is also linked to the 

secretariat location, there was still some uncertainty there. The financial mechanism (GEF) 
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was also still outstanding, as this is also linked to the secretariat issue. 

Attendance of Keynote speech from Dr. M. Sanjayan, Chief Executive Officer of 

Conservation International 

Dr. M. Sanjayan stressed the importance of protecting nature, as a large part of the population 

relies heavily on nature for survival. He explained that artisanal gold mining is the single most 

important contributor to mercury pollution (1500 tonnes of mercury are released in the 

environment because of gold mining) and that nearly one third of the gold marketed in the 

world comes from artisanal mines. He stressed the importance of educating gold miners, and 

of providing alternatives and financing.  

Ministers’ Action Messages for the Minamata Convention 

In their action messages the ministers stressed in particular the need for political buy-in and a 

high level governance, cooperation between different ministries including the health ministry, 

assistance for the drafting of legislation, awareness raising and education for mining 

communities, capacity building to monitor emissions, cooperation with the private sector to 

find greener and safer alternatives and sharing of best-practices, national, regional and 

international level cooperation, robust national implementation plans, including funding for 

their implementation, adequate waste management procedures and regular reporting on 

implementation. 

After these action messages, the Minister of Japan explained that Japan has initiated an 

international programme to support developing countries in implementing the Convention, 

and to share knowledge and best-practices. The Minister of the United Kingdom explained 

that the UK had not yet ratified the Convention but was planning to do so in the next six 

months. She added that the UK was committed to implementing the Convention and 

providing financial support through GEF. The Minister from Uganda explained the risks 

related to the burning of waste and explained that the disposal of batteries in particular was an 

issue in Uganda. The minister explained that capacity-building is required and platforms for 

cooperation are also needed. The minister also added that political buy-in is important and 

this should be on the agenda of the African Union. The EU Commissioner explained that the 

EU remains committed to working with others in the international community on 

environmental issues, and stressed that action is urgently needed. The Minister from the Ivory 

Coast explained that the Ivory Coast aims to ratify the Convention before the end of 2017. 

She mentioned that artisanal gold mining is a major issue for them, which is why the 

government launched two programmes to improve ASGM practices. In February 2018, the 

Ivory Coast will host the next meeting of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 

Management (SAICM), which will aim amongst other topics to develop environmentally 

sound waste management practices.  

The Minister of Jordan explained that his government was committed to the protection of the 

environment and they have produced a roadmap on sustainable production and consumption. 

The Minister from Kiribati explained that fisheries was the primary source of food in his 

small island state. He added that mercury is not produced or used in Kiribati, but mercury 

pollution still affects its people. In July 2017, Kiribati acceded to the Convention and he 

explained that his country is committed to supporting the implementation of the Convention. 

The Minister of Finland explained that mercury emissions affected the arctic environment and 

Finland is committed to monitoring and reducing mercury pollution in the arctic region. The 
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Minister of Norway welcomed the efforts made so far, but considered that further renewed 

action was needed. He added that Norway would provide a 200,000 USD financial 

contribution to the specific international programme of GEF. The Minister of Slovakia 

explained that Slovakia had ratified the Convention and was committed to implementing the 

agreement. The minister considered that capacity-building, technology-transfer and exchange 

of best practices was important and stressed that Slovakia was willing to play its part. The 

Minister of Djibouti welcomed the progress made so far and explained that by ratifying the 

Convention his country was committed to implementing the convention. He also stressed the 

importance of maintaining international cooperation. The Vice-Minister from Mexico 

explained that Mexico was the second producer of mercury in the world and stressed the 

importance of having support mechanisms in place, including financial support from GEF. 

She added that Mexico supports the integration of the convention secretariat and considers 

that only parties having ratified the convention should receive financial support. The Minister 

of Thailand stressed the importance of active cooperation and awareness-raising campaigns. 

The minister explained that Thailand has ratified the Convention and looks forwards to 

working with others to implement the Convention. 

The Minister of Kuwait welcomed the importance attached to this issue by the international 

community, explained that Kuwait regulates the import and export of mercury-containing 

products, and called for further action from the international community. The representative 

from the government of Nigeria explained that they are proceeding with the preparation of the 

national instruments of ratification and added that the government is committed to 

implementing the convention. The Minister from Sierra Leone explained that ASGM provides 

livelihoods for thousands of people in his country, and added that Sierra Leone is committed 

to implementing the agreement and will play its part to ensure that mercury pollution is 

eliminated. The Minister of Chad explained that Chad has attached great importance to the 

protection of the environment, and Chad ratified the Convention in June 2017. The Minister 

stressed the importance of having financial support to implement the convention. The 

Minister of Myanmar welcomed the technical guidance adopted at COP1 and expressed his 

gratitude to GEF for the support provided for the initial assessment and the development of 

his country’s National Action Plan. The Minister from South Africa thanked the donor states 

for their support and presented the results of cost benefit analysis which had been carried out 

in South Africa and showed that health, financial and environmental benefits would outweigh 

initial costs. The minister also added that the ratification process is ongoing.  

Key Take-home Messages from the High-Level Segment by Mr. Marc Chardonnens, 

President of COP1 and closing of the Minamata COP1 High-Level Segment  

Mr Chardonnens concluded the high-level segment by explaining that measures should cover 

the entire life cycle of products and that strategies to address mercury pollution should at least 

be integrated in health and environment strategies. He also stressed that governance should be 

inclusive of all sectors and stakeholders, and that partnerships with civil society and the 

private sector should be promoted. In addition, Mr Chardonnens explained that visibility 

should be increased, and that institutional frameworks should be robust and include 

legislation to implement the convention and address illegal mining. He also concluded that 

there was a need to support populations to convert to more sustainable practices, in particular 

in relation to ASGM, and that many countries lacked financial and technological resources 

and that therefore support should be provided. Mr Chardonnens also mentioned that strict 

controls and monitoring programmes were needed at the national level and that specific 
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country conditions should also be addressed with appropriate solutions. Finally he noted that 

education, enforcement, and sound economical alternatives would be key. 

Conclusions 

The ad-hoc delegation to the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata 

Convention on Mercury (COP1) allowed the Members to have a more in depth understanding 

of the key issues at stake in the implementation of the Convention and gave an opportunity for 

Members to explain the EU’s position to other Parties. The COP1 was generally considered 

successful and the EU met its main priority objectives, including the adoption of technical 

guidance, ambitious reporting and effectiveness evaluation arrangements, and the decision to 

locate the Secretariat in Geneva. It was clear that the EU’s legislation addressing mercury 

pollution was more advanced than that of many other Parties. The EU was therefore 

considered to be a leading force in the negotiations and several interlocutors stressed that 

changes in EU policy would also affect other regions of the world. 
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PROGRAMME 

ENVI DELEGATION TO COP 1 OF THE MINAMATA CONVENTION (GENEVA, SWITZERLAND) 

Wednesday 27 September 

Arrival of MEPs in Geneva, Switzerland 

Schedule Topics 

14.00 
MEPs arrival at Conference Centre : Centre International de Conférences Genève 

(CICG), Rue de Varembé 17, 1211 Genève, Switzerland 

14.15-14.30 

Welcome from Lucie Samcová, head of the political, press and information 

section of the EU delegation to the UN and other international organisations in 

Geneva 

14.45-15.45 
Meeting with the Zero Mercury Working Group 

Room 13 

16.00-16.30 
Meeting with Hiroshi Nishida, the Mayor of Minamata City 

Room 15 

16.30-17.15 

Meeting with Dr. Dolf van Wijk, Executive Director of the Euro Chlor Federation, 

and representing the World Chlorine Council 

Room 19 

17.30-18.15 

Bilateral meeting with a Indonesian delegation composed of Bara K. Hasibuan and 

Aeryo P.S. Djojohadikusumo, Members of the House of Representatives and 

Muhsin Syihab, Director at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Indonesia 

Reserved table at the CICG Cafeteria 

18.30-19.15 

Bilateral meeting with Judith G. Garber, Acting Assistant Secretary for Oceans, 

Environment and Science, United States of America 

Room 7 
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19.30 Dinner - own expenses  
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Thursday 28 September 

Schedule Topics 

7.30-8.00 
Briefing by the Estonian Presidency or the European Commission  

Lounge area in front of the reception - Hotel Drake Longchamp 

10.30-11.15 

Meeting with Maria Neira, Director of the Department of Public Health, 

Environmental and Social Determinants of Health from the World Health 

Organization  

Room 19 

11.45-12.15 

Bilateral meeting with Marc Chardonnens, President of COP1 and Secretary for the 

Environment, Director of the Federal Office for the Environment of Switzerland 

Room 225 (second floor) 

12.30-14.00 Lunch break 

14.00-14.45 

Bilateral meeting with the Canadian alternate Head of Delegation, Ms. Anne 

Daniel, General Council, Justice Canada 

 Room 18 at level -1 (Jusscannz room) 

15.00-16.00 

Attendance of the opening of the High-Level Segment 

Opening Remarks by Her Excellency Doris Leuthard, President of the Swiss 

Confederation and Minister for the Environment, Transport, Energy and 

Communication 

Opening Remarks by the United Nations 

16.15-16.45 
Meeting with Enzo Bondioni, Executive Director of FDI World Dental Federation 

Seating area outside the main Plenary room 

17.00-17.45 
Meeting with Ibrahim Thiaw, Deputy Executive Director of UNEP 

Room 212 

17.45 
Leave CICG conference centre and walk to the Palais des Nations (5 min walk from 

CICG) 
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18.15-19.30 

Session “United Nations Uniting for Minamata” 

 Assembly Hall of the Palais des Nations  

Interactive Dialogue among senior United Nations officials and heads of other 

institutions committing to Action on the Minamata Convention  

Key Note Speaker: His Excellency Mr. David A. Granger, President of Guyana (tbc) 

Mr. Erik Solheim, Executive Director, UN Environment  

Mr. LI Yong, Director General, UN Industrial Development Organization  

Ms. Naoko Ishii, CEO and Chairperson, Global Environment Facility  

Mr. Nikhil Seth, Executive Director, United Nations Institute for Training and 

Research  
 

19.30 Dinner - own expenses  
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Friday 29 September 

Schedule Topics 

9.15 - 9.30 
Briefing by the Estonian Presidency or the European Commission  

Lounge area in front of the reception - Hotel Drake Longchamp 

10.00-10.30 
Keynote speaker 

Dr. M. Sanjayan, Chief Executive Officer of Conservation International 

10.30-12.45 

Ministers’ Action Messages for the Minamata Convention 

Presentation on the outcome of the Ministerial Roundtables followed by Action 

Messages by Ministers on the implementation of the Minamata Convention at the 

national and regional level  

12.45-13.00  

 

Closing of the Minamata COP1 High-Level Segment  

Key Take-home Messages from the High-Level Segment by Mr. Marc 

Chardonnens, President of COP1.  
 

13.00 Lunch and departure  

 

 

 

 


